FEDERICO BIANCHI CONTEMPORARY ART LECCO
press release

Paola Di Bello – Strip, Milano
curated by Marco Scotini
opening 11 May 2007 7 p.m.
 12 May - 21 July 2007

The aim, in Paola di Bello’s photography, is not to testify, document or telling stories, neither catch a sudden apparition of an event dynamic succession of time. Her view is not focused on landscapes, even if she always pays her attention on the shapes of urban settlement especially the concrete spaces. On the contrary, every single Paola di Bello’s image build a geography of real spaces, defining a border zone between us and things, a measure between each other.

In this sense photography is both a way to look and an evolving experience in which reality perception becomes a sort of intervention project on reality.

There’s always a double-eye, a double-exposure of a film to light, a connection of transformation, a double interpretation of facts: the recording of reality and judgement on reality are indissoluble. Paola di Bello’s photos are famous: homeless people upside-down, abandoned objects, the images of Mirafiori district of Turin, since the “living” map of Paris.

The work of Paola di Bello could be seen as a geo-photography of the global city. Not only because she portrays the space, but also because her technique includes the map in her operation that every time build a new photographic level.

If Susan Sontag declared that photography atomises reality, making it separated and out of context, every photo of Di Bello are instead a group of some fragmented spaces, put together in connection and continuity.

Even Strip-Milano project, presented in this exhibition, is the result of such a way to work. Images are digitally manipulated in order to gather them in lines. The subject are some of the main streets of Milan as Corso Buenos Aires and Ponte della Ghisolfa or urban paths nearby construction sites as Via della Castiglia and Via Confalonieri. In a few meter of length, these strips want to represent entire urban net, different quarters, fragment of cities. Not a panoramic willing but a way almost impossible, to re-build a context, to re-give a continuous sight of what the eye tends to separate.

As the video São Paulo (2002, Paola Di Bello and Armin Linke), in these stripes the space is flexible, connected and collective in the same time. In this way the spatial distance becomes also metaphor of temporal distance. The passage trough daily- nightly light inside the same photo strip assures that what we are watching at is an elaboration of perception of space.

Paola di Bello (Naples, 1961) participated at Biennale of Venice in 2003 (curated by Carlos Basualdo). She sowed her works in many public space in Italy and abroad such as Fondazione Sandretto Rebaudengo, Villa Manin, Hangar Bicocca, Fondazione Teseco, Centre National d’Art Contemporain of Grenoble, Museo Cantonale di Lugano, the Queens Museum di New York e the Biennial of Busan. She lives and works in Milan.
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